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Just having ideas…　
is exciting but goes nowhere.

Overrun by logic...　
talk gets boring.

 

Through bouncing communications back and forth, 
people polish ideas and the ideas start to make sense. 

 Chapter 1   The Concept of Learning Commons

Transform ideas into shapes. Thatʼs exciting!

1 . Encounter ideas
S oc i a l i z a t i on

In addition to studying at your desk, take a 
stroll, browse the Internet, look at posters… 
Consciously paying attention to your 
encounter with a variety of information in 
the surrounding environment leads to the 
discovery of new knowledge and ideas. 
First, step in to Learning Commons and 
take a look around.

It is important to develop ideas, but it is also 
important to talk to others and listen to their 
opinions. 
While chatting with friends and relaxing, 
opinions bring about diff erent perspectives 
and lead to new ideas. Take the idea outside 
your head ̶ that’s the fi rst step toward a 
new creation. 

The fi nal step is to take action. Even if you 
come up with an idea and make a proposal, 
without the essential fi nal step of taking 
action, your eff ort is only halfway to the goal. 
It is important to try it out. Do not be afraid 
of failure, and at the same time, prepare 
well to avoid failure and carry out the plan. 
That is also sure to boost your confi dence.

Ideas also require logic. Subjectivity 
is essential to keeping a good 
balance between ideas and logic. 
Through continuous communication, 
an idea becomes logical and 
gains validity as a project.

Learning Commons in Ryoshinkan is a 2,550m² study space equipped with 
various facilities to turn inspiration into actualization. Awaken your potential for 
imagination, conceptualization, and actualization right here! And, of course, all 
kinds of human support is also available to you.

2 . Talk to others
E x t e rna l i z a t i on

4. Take action
I n te rna l i z a t i on

2F.  Creative Commons

3F. Research Commons

3. Organize ideas
C omb ina t i on

Learning Commons in Ryoshinkan is a “new place for learning” 
where information becomes knowledge and knowledge becomes 
new creations. Encountering a variety of people, things, events, and 
information and sharing opinions and expanding discussions about 
them with friends, generate new possibilities for learning.

IN

IN

The concept is to provide spaces where you can 
cultivate academic skills. 
It helps to develop skills to organize generated ideas and 
communicate them to others as messages in an easy-to-
understand way.

The concept is an interchange of learning and 
enrichment with others. 
Encounters with people, things, events, and information
 stimulate creativity.

Doshisha University’s Learning Commons 
is located on the 2nd and 3rd fl oors of 
Ryoshinkan and spreads over approx. 
2,550m² ̶the largest such space 
among all of Japan’s universities.  

Information Counter

Global Village

InfoDiner

Group Work Area

Presentation Court

Group Study Room

Print Station

Workshop Room

Workshop Room

Academic Support Area

Multi Media Lounge

Organize 
ideas.

Take 
action.

Talk to 
others.

First ,  
encounter  

ideas.

I got a
n idea! 

Ding!

And it became like this. 

That’s a 

good idea!

I want to do 

that.

For example…

I want to do this, too.
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 Chapter 2   How to enjoy Learning Commons

Lots of gadgets in a round space. Presentation court.

■Equipment: Projector (6), 120" wide × two-sided screen, ceiling-mounted HD 
camera (2), recording functions, microphones, speakers, video-conferencing 
facility, etc.

Most areas of Learning Commons off er open, fl exible spaces without 
walls and provide a wide variety of the latest information equipment, 
not only PCs but also projectors, screens, and electronic blackboards 
which support your ideas. How you use the space is determined by 
what you want to do, not what you can do. For instance, the usage 
method for this presentation court gives you a hint. 

It is a symbolic area of Learning 
Commons that can be used openly and 
fl exibly. You can run unique events that 
involve not only the participants but 

also people in the area.

The space can be divided into smaller sections. 
In workshops, it can be conveniently divided into 
a seminar space and a work space. And of course, 
if it is all you need you can use just half the space 
available. 

Using multi-screens, you can hold 
traditional presentations and events 
(seating for up to 100 participants). 

Using the space without chairs and setting the 
panels from the ceiling, you can quickly change 
the space to a poster session or display area.

TypeB :Workshops by dividing the space

TypeD : Lectures using the entire space

TypeC : Poster session using panels

Making good use of the round space, you can set up the 
space to surround the stage. You can also do a seminar 
without chairs.

Screen partitions are installed in the frame of the 
ceiling, and the space can be divided into two, three, 
four, or more areas, matched to your needs.

Using the grid-patterned frame of the ceiling and 
hanging panels to hang posters and so on, you can 
use the space for poster sessions and display events.

Operate the six available projectors together and 
exhibit uniformly, or operate them separately and 
project diff erent content. Settings can be adjusted to 
your needs. 

With this free space design, the setting can 
be transformed according to the needs of 
each project. Everything from the stage to 
the screen to seating arrangements can be 
tailored to match your ideas or needs.

TypeA : Casual talk session

Let’s do 
something like 

this!

Because we can get 
a reaction, it's so 

stimulating!

Impressed 
by the real 

presentation!
Discussion is
 on this side.

And presentation is 
on that side!
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 Chapter 3   How to meet at Learning Commons

People, opportunities, ideas, friends…a place where
                    encounters with many possibilities are born.

●Entrance（2F） ●Global Village to connect with others and foster multicultural exchange

●Group Work Area easily organizes activities in groups

●InfoDiner provides a place for casual meetings with friends

Information Counter

Global VillageGlobal Village

InfoDiner

Group Work Area

Presentation Court

The concept on the 2nd fl oor is an interchange of learning and 
enrichment from each other. In addition to the presentation court, 
it is mainly comprised of three areas: Global Village is a place where 
you can connect with others and foster international exchanges, 
InfoDiner is for casual meetings with friends and the Group Work 
Area makes it easy to organize group activities. This serves as the 
entrance to be inspired by your interactions with others and explore 
new fi elds.

Information Counter & PC Locker

Information Counter off ers a guide to the 
facilities at Learning Commons and provides 
equipment such as digital video cameras. 
In addition, a student ID is all that is needed 
to borrow a 
computer from 
the PC Locker for 
use inside the 
building.

World Café, Brown Bag Talk

By putting the desks and chairs together 
according to your needs, the Global 
Village is best suited for seminars while 
drinking tea. This space is for fun learning 
rather than study time and can be used 
for World Café or Science Café, etc.

Working in groups

Combining desks together makes group 
work convenient and is designed to 
fi t needs such as brainstorming in a 
group, working on diff erent tasks by 
dividing into groups of 3 to 4 people, or 
spreading large-sized paper materials 
across desks.

Holding a small casual seminar

By combining trapezoid, square, or 
comma-shaped desks, you can set up 
a space for a relaxed small seminar for 
several to a dozen people. You can also 
hold a poster session using a projector 
or ceiling-mounted equipment.

A box seat that off ers an easy-to-use projector 
and a whiteboard

This family restaurant-like box seat features a 
short focus projector and a whiteboard for both 
digital and analog use. You can write notes on the 
whiteboard while displaying images on it. Using this, 
ideas gradually take shape. There are also box seats 
equipped with a plasma display instead of a projector. 

Easy consultation on study abroad

With a wealth of knowledge on 
studying abroad at their fi ngertips, the 
study abroad coordinator dispenses 
appropriate advice to your questions 
and concerns. Come and say hi anytime!

Conversation space while watching 
international broadcasts

In this space you can exchange 
information while watching 
international broadcasts (170 channels 
worldwide) on a big screen. With 
international students as your teachers, 
together you can enjoy broadcasts of 
that student’s country. You can also 
learn the current situation in a country 
in which you may travel. There are just 
so many ways to use the space!

Gathering around the high counter table 
or large table, we can exchange ideas.

This space fosters encounters at Doshisha 
University between international students 
and Japanese students. Enjoy casual 
international exchanges at the high 
counter facing the hallway without walls 
(Japanese prohibited).

Small performance

When joined together, the tatami-shaped stands make 
an eight tatami mat sized area; it can also become a 
sunken kotatsu when the stands inside are removed 
or turned into chairs when taken apart and put next 
to each other…. They can also be used as a stage for 
Japanese fl ower arrangement, tea ceremony, or dance 

for international students. Let’s have 
them learn Japanese culture!

 2F . Creative CommonsYou can open 
it with your 
ID card.

Even the shape 
of

 the desks is 
cool! 

Combining 

desks a
s well 

as bui
lding 

wisdom is 

essential.

There are 
tatami mats, 

too.

So 
relaxing

It’s like sitting in my own living room.

No 
Japanese!I can do this 

kind of stu
dy 

every 
day!

Let’s talk about anything.
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Talking makes 
your thoughts 

coalesce.

Everything is here. 
It is all up to us.

We grow
 

from argu
ing 

with others. 

Yeah.

Wow, we can
 print out 

large 
format docs!

Alright, I’m going to master this!

We can use 

this 

as a studio!

The concept of the 3rd fl oor is a space to develop academic skills. This 
fl oor is designed as a space to gain applicable skills while receiving 
support from specialists. It is comprised of six areas: the Academic 
Support Area, the Group Study Room, the Workshop Room, the Multi 
Media Lounge, the Self-study & Search Area, and the Print Station. It 
off ers experience in intellectual pursuits by doing your own thinking 
and putting ideas into practice by yourself. 

●Portable desks allow many variations. It is all up to your ideas.
　Example of desk arrangements:

 Chapter 4   How to deepen the use of Learning Commons

Try out intellectual pursuits. Brush up on skills for that. 

●Self-study & Search Area

●Print Station where you can even print out large-size posters

●Multi Media Lounge Editing studio with the latest equipment

●Group Study Room where you can move around desks and chairs freely

●Academic Support Area supporting your curiosity ●Workshop Room where you can learn to put academic skills into practice

Closed and open types

Workshop Rooms include a closed 
type, which is designed like a studio 
surrounded by clear glass, and an open 
type, which takes in the sun and feels 
more expansive. Both room types 
provide workshops for basic academic 
skills to study on your own and the like.

Closed type that you can use as a basic studio

You can record using HD cameras and various 
microphones as well as use eff ect functions 
like Chroma Key.

Gathering the power of the group

Seven rooms can be used as one large 
space when the string curtains are 
opened. The space can be used in many 
ways, from small groups to somewhat 
larger groups, for example, when you 
are narrowing down on a theme or are 
gathering the ideas of the group. You 
can use whiteboards and electronic 
blackboards, etc.

A studio where you can edit and 
process fi lm

The Multi Media Lounge features a 
full editing studio combined with 
specialty staff  on site. You can easily 
master digital techniques such as image 
production and processing and video 
editing for presentations in order to 
communicate your ideas to others more 
easily and eff ectively.

Decide on the content and print out to check

In addition to printouts of documents such 
as proposals or a strategy chart, you can 
also print out large-size posters for a poster 
session.　* You will be charged for printouts.

Group tutoring

We tutor from a professional perspective 
about many diff erent technical and 
realistic problems that arise in the 
process of group work. When faced with 
problems, seek help fi rst from Academic 
Support. 

Individual tutoring

Instructors and tutors in diff erent 
disciplines are available to help you 
in Learning Commons. Through 
consultation with you, they support 
you on how to think about and expand 
ideas, hone your writing skills, give 
presentations and share ideas with 
others, and fi nd documents. 

Workshop Room

Workshop Room

Workshop Room

Group Study Room

Academic Support Area

Multi Media Lounge

Print Station

■ Equipment: HD camera (2) (remote type 
[1], portable type [1]), SD cards, BD recorder

 3F . Research Commons
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You learn the best when you’re 
having fun. We will also assist 
you with organizing a voluntary 
seminar or World Café (talk 
meeting) by inviting a teacher.

OK, I’m going to research this 
topic, but…what am I going to 
do about the materials?

Let’s call people over and have a 
study group or World Café.

How do I give a presentation?

I want to try out an electronic 
blackboard.

I want to seek advice on how to 
move forward with my learning in 
the future.

When writing reports, there is a basic 
writing style that you should know. We 
show practical report writing methods, 
such as how to structure reports, 
divide them into chapters, create titles, 
and use charts and graphs eff ectively.

There is of course a large amount of 
data available on the Internet, but 
truly useful materials are found on 
the library’s bookshelves. How are 
you going to fi nd them? We will help 
you with your materials search.

In the Multi Media Lounge on the 3rd fl oor, 
you can receive instruction from specialist 
staff  on digital editing and processing.

There is no wall between Japanese and international 
students in Learning Commons. For example, you 
can mingle and experience laid-back international 
exchanges in the Global Village on the 2nd fl oor.

Self-study and self-learning are the 
base of the university. Feel free to seek 
advice on what you want to learn and 
what you want to do in the future.

There is a study abroad consultation 
area right when you come in on the 2nd 
fl oor. Please stop by and say hi anytime.

How do you read academic 
journals? We will show 
you rational and practical 
methods for reading 
articles, like how to read and 
comprehend them, and how 
to grasp the main points.

You can gain confi dence if you 
rehearse prior to the presentation. 
You also need to set up the 
projector and adjust the timing 
of when to switch screens. 
Don’t hesitate to ask questions!

The quality of a presentation depends 
on the ability to present and organize 
the materials. If you have confi dence in 
the content, the presentation will also 
go well. We support you in both areas.

It is also important to try out the 
latest equipment once before 
the practicum. It is advised 
that you try using not only 
computers and projectors but 
also the electronic blackboard.

Even in this digital age, we 
still need paper in our hands. 
You can print out and bind 
work created in Word and 
PowerPoint (subject to fees).

Are there any good tricks to 
understanding 
academic journals?

I want to casually try out 
my language ability.

I want to ask a few 
questions about studying 
abroad.

I don’t know how to write reports.

I want someone to 
see me rehearse my 
presentation and give 
feedback.

I want to make a collection of 
writings in the seminar. And I want 
to print out seminar handouts.

I want to edit a movie I fi lmed 
during a research trip and use it in 
my presentation…

Academic instructor
Writing instructor

Academic instructor
Learning assistant

Learning assistant

Academic instructor
Writing instructor

Multi Media Lounge specialist staff 

Study abroad coordinator
Study abroad assistant

Study abroad coordinator
Study abroad assistant

Information search assistant

Academic instructor
Learning support 
coordinator

Learning support coordinator

Academic instructor

Print Station

One of the privileges of being a student is asking openly what you don’t know. 
And there are many people here you can ask questions. This is a wonderful thing. 
Here in Learning Commons, it is an ideal space to ask → understand → move on to the next step. 
Ask support staff  as many questions as you need to and improve yourself to the next level.

The support staff at Learning Commons are here to assist you. Feel free to ask us anything!
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